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At Early Birds Nursery, we are fully committed to the belief that the well-being and education of our pupils is 
our number one priority. We aim to encapsulate this belief in every interaction and each learning task that is 
delivered. With our focus on meeting individual needs, supported by valued relationships with families, we 
know that we really can put our children first. 

We provide a nurturing and supportive learning atmosphere, where children can reach their full potential. We 
are proud of our friendly, qualified nursery team and believe we effectively facilitate all our children's needs 
through a wide range of differentiated experiences. 

 

Free early education and childcare 

2 year olds – Early Learning Funding 

Some 2 year olds in England can get 15 hours of funded early learning each week, over 38 weeks of the year, from 
the term after they turn 2. This support is for families who receive certain additional support, such as Universal 
Credit, or for children with an Education, Health and Care Plan.  

Parents should contact their local council or use the link below to apply for a funding code 

Early Learning for 2 Year Olds - Kent County Council 

 

3 & 4 year olds – Universal Funding 

All 3 and 4 year olds living in England can get up to 15 funded hours each week for 38 weeks per year from the 
term after their 3rd birthday until they start school.  

No application or funding code is required 

 

2, 3 & 4 year olds – Working Families Funding 

Eligible working families in England may be able to receive up to 30 hours of funded childcare a week over 38 
weeks of the year, from the term after the child reaches the relevant age until they start school.  

Families apply online on GOV.UK, share their eligibility code with their childcare provider, and must reconfirm 
eligibility every 3 months. 

Apply using the link below 

Free Childcare for Working Parents: Apply for free childcare - GOV.UK 

Fees 

Hours outside of free early education funding are charged at £6.50 per hour.  

 

Additional Costs 

An optional hot lunch can be purchased from the school canteen for an additional rate of £3.10, or parents are 
welcome to supply their own (cold) packed lunch from home as per our healthy lunchbox policy, and with 
mindfulness to our allergy regulations. 

As standard, children aged 3+, and who attend full day sessions, will be checked for Free School Meal eligibility. 

https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/childcare-and-pre-school/help-with-childcare-costs/early-learning-for-2-year-olds
https://www.gov.uk/free-childcare-if-working/apply-for-free-childcare-if-youre-working


 

Additional charges apply for our optional breakfast and after school club services. 

• Morning, Option 1: 8am-9am – inclusive of breakfast and charged at £6.50 (only available at Finberry and 
Chilmington Green nurseries) 

• Morning: Option 2: 8am-8.30am – charged at £3.25 (only available at Richmond nursery) 

• Morning, Option 2: 8:30am-9am – charged at £3.25 – breakfast not included (only available at Finberry 
and Chilmington Green nurseries) 

• Afternoon, Option 1: 3pm-3:30pm – charged at £3.25  

• Afternoon, Option 2: 3pm-4pm – charged at £6.50 

• Afternoon, Option 3: 3pm-4:30pm – inclusive of a snack and charged at £9.75 (only available at Finberry 
and Chilmington Green nurseries) 

From time to time we may ask for voluntary contributions towards special events or trips. These are voluntary 
and non-payment will not affect a child’s ability to attend or take part in activities on offer within their sessions. 

Consumables such as nappies, wipes and sun cream should be provided by parents/ carers. 

Invoicing and Payment 

Invoices will be issued to families who are either opting to attend hours outside of their childs funding 
entitlement, or who do have eligibility to funding.  For those who are opting to pay for additional hours, invoices 
will be itemised allowing parents to see that they have received their free entitlement completely free of charge, 
and clearly see the fees charged for additional hours. 

Payments must be made via Arbor, or via HMRC’s Tax Free Childcare Scheme.  

Failure to make payment will result in the COO being made aware who may choose to involve third party 
collection services. 

Termination 

We ask for at least two weeks notice, in writing, if parents wish to terminate their child’s place with us. There is 
no notice period for children who are accessing our provision as a funded child. 

Late Pick Up 

If you are late collecting your child, an extra charge of £1.00 will be incurred for every 5 minutes past the session 
finish time. 

References 

Best Start in Life (funding information) Childcare & Early Years Education - Best Start in Life 

Early Birds at Finberry Early Birds Nursery - Finberry Primary School 

Early Birds at Richmond Early Birds Nursery - Richmond Primary School 

Early Birds at Chilmington Green Early Birds Nursery - Chilmington Green Primary School 
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https://beststartinlife.gov.uk/childcare-early-years-education/
https://www.finberry.kent.sch.uk/early-birds-nursery/
https://richmond.kent.sch.uk/early-birds-nursery/
https://www.chilmingtongreen.kent.sch.uk/early-birds-nursery/

